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June 16: Official sources reported that at least six persons were killed June 15 in two attacks by
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) rebels. Four members of the "rondas campesinas" in Patasucro,
50 km. northeast of Ayacucho, were executed by rebels. In a shoot-out with an army patrol in
Tauripom, Ancash department, two rebels were killed. June 21: Officials reported that a battle
between Colombian Medellin drug ring hitmen and local traffickers left at least 30 dead in the
Upper Huallaga Valley early in the week. Unidentified drug investigators quoted by AFP said
the Colombian hitmen abducted several youths when they left the area to force them to become
"cooks" to refine coca leaves into cocaine paste. The investigators said nine clandestine airstrips
were discovered in the region. Officials reported discovery of a mass grave on June 18 containing
the bodies of 50 Ashaninka Indians in the Huanuco area, 420 km. east of Lima. The victims had
been shot to death, and presumed to have been buried several weeks ago. Police said Tupac Amaru
Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) rebels are suspected of carrying out the massacre as retribution
for the tribe's long-time rejection of rebels in the area. The Ashaninkas reportedly have sustained
"a permanent war" with the MRTA since the rebels kidnapped their chief last year. Police reported
that suspected rebels beat a police official to death, and severely injured another on June 20 near
Junin, 245 km. east of Lima. June 24: An Interior Ministry spokesperson reported 15 deaths on
Friday and Saturday, result of attacks by suspected Sendero Luminoso rebels. Six National Police
and three civilians were killed and four civilians injured on Saturday when their truck hit a land
mine in Huancavelica department, 500 km. southeast of Lima. The police patrol was returning from
recovering the body of a woman killed by suspected rebels on Friday. Also on Saturday, three bodies
were discovered in Junin department, 315 km. east of the capital, with evidence they had been
tortured and hanged by suspected Senderistas. The rebels had allegedly accused the three of being
police informants. Suspected rebels killed a 16-year-old with two gunshots to the head and severely
wounded another 16-year-old in Ayacucho. Police said the two men were at a crowded party when
the shooting occurred. June 25: Police and army sources reported 56 deaths over the weekend in
clashes between Sendero Luminoso rebels and security forces. According to military sources, 47
rebels died in two incidents near the city of Tingo Maria. One of the clashes took place at a rebel
training center, and the other followed the bombing of a bridge by a column of 30 guerrillas who
subsequently ambushed a police patrol. In the latter incident, which took place near Huancavelica,
six police and three civilians were killed. (Basic data from Notimex, 06/16/90, 06/21/90, 06/25/90; AFP,
06/21/90, 06/24/90)
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